
  
Department of Maryland Convention 

Ocean City, MD 
10 – 11 May 2024 

Convention Minutes 
 

Opening Session – 10 May 2024 
 
Meeting convened at 0901 
 
This meeting of the Marine Corps League Department of Maryland convened at 09:01 by Department 
Commandant Joe Fay. Opening ceremonies including reading of the Pledge of Allegiance (Senior Vice 
Commandant Tont Rust), the opening prayer (Chaplin Leonard Stielper), and a reading of the 
Department preamble (Senior Vice Commandant Rust). 
 
National Officers present were recognized including, Rick Thomason (National Vice Commandant, 
Mideast Division), Craig Reeling, (Assistant Nationale Vice Commandant, Mideast Division), Gerard 
Devlin (MCL Foundation Vice President, Honorary National commandant), Jack Severn (Honorary Chief 
Devil Dog, Uniform Committee, History and Anniversary Committee), and Alison Noger (National and 
Mideast Division Photographer). All other National and Department Officers were recognized. 
 
National Auxiliary Officers present were recognized including, Linda Chamberlain (National Auxiliary 
President), Dotty Sanning (National Sr. Vice President), Patricia Smith (Assistant Vice President, Mideast 
Division). All other Auxiliary Officers were recognized. 
 
National Kennel Officers present were recognized including, CDD Alan Sanning (60th Chief Devil Dog), 
PDD J.D. Jones (Sr. Vice Chief Devil Dog), HCDD Jack Severn (4th Honorary Chief Devil Dog), PDD Ben 
Wells (Executive Director), PDD Omar Jabr (Assistant Vice Chief Devil Dog, Mideast Division). All other 
National Kennel Officers were recognized. 
 
Marines of the Year, Department Marines of the Year were recognized. 
 
Special Guests were introduced: 
 Nick Boyce, Young Marines Regional Support Officer. 
 Christine White, Young Marines Adult Volunteer. 
 Young Marine GySgt Colin Farias, Historic Elkridge Young Marines. 
 Young Marine GySgt Parker White, Jarrettsville Young Marines. 
 Guy Smith, Green Wilson Crowe and Smith Law Firm 

 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary Madam President Linda Chamberlain addressed the body. 
 

Marine Corps League 

Department of Maryland 



On behalf of the Governor of the State of Maryland, PDC Stuart Blair presented Department 
Commandant Joe Fay the Governor’s Citation in recognition of outstanding commitment to the Veteran 
Community. 
 
On behalf of the Governor of the State of Maryland, PDC Stuart Blair presented Department Auxiliary 
President Mary Fay the Governor’s Citation in recognition of outstanding commitment to the Veteran 
Community. 
 
On behalf the Ocen City, MD Mayor and City Council, Sr. Vice Commandant Tony Rust presented 
Department Commandant Joe Fay the Key to the City. 
 
On behalf the Ocen City, MD Mayor and City Council, Sr. Vice Commandant Tony Rust presented 
Department Auxiliary President Mary Fay the Key to the City. 
 
Nicholas Boice, Young Marines Headquarters Regional Support Officer was introduced and presented, 
slides will be attached upon receipt. 
 
Young Marine GySgt Parker White, Jarrettsville Young Marines, was introduced and presented, slides 
will be attached upon receipt. 
 
Young Marine GySgt Colin Farias, Historic Elkridge Young Marines, was introduced and presented, slides 
will be attached upon receipt. 
 
Commandant Joe Fay presented Certificate of Appreciate to Nicholas Boice, YM GySgt Parker White, 
and YM GySgt Colin Farias. 
 
Guy Smith, Green Wilson Crowe and Smith Law Firm, was introduced and spoke about VA Camp 
Lejeunne Water and Burn Pit issues, slides will be attached upon receipt. 
 
Commandant Joe Fay presented Certificate of Appreciate to Guy Smith. 
 
Howard Koontz was introduced and spoke about the Chaplain of Four Chaplains and significance of the 
Legion of Honor Award. This year we had three recipients: 
 Judith A. Hoffman, Baltimore Detachment 565. 
 Michael Jadoo, Sgt Jack Hettchen Detachment 1428. 
 George J. Hammerbacher III, Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 1198. 

 
Leonard Stielper donated $500.00 to Young Marines. 
 
More Announcements 
 
 Devil Dogs’ Growl: Dogs advancing report as follows: 

✓ Pups meeting with MAD Dog at 1230. 
✓ Initiation at the pool at 1300. 
✓ Growl 30 minutes thereafter. 

 
Meeting adjourned until 0900 11 May 2024 
 



Business Meeting – 11 May 2024 
 
Meeting reconvened at 0930 
 
Roll Call of Officers 
 Commandant Joe Fay 
 Senior Vice Commandant Tony Rust 
 Junior Vice Commandant Rob Heilig 
 Judge Advocate Pat Sharkey 
 Paymaster Laurie Blair 
 Acting Adjutant Omar Jabr 
 Sergeant at Arms Richard LaPorta 
 Chaplain Leonard Stielper 
 Chief of Staff Jack Severn. 

 
Roll Call of Detachments 
 A quorum was present 

 
Minutes and reports from the March meeting were posted immediately thereafter and are available on 
the Department website. 
 
Correspondence: None 
 
Paymaster’s Report: Paymaster Laurie Blair present and reporting. Motion to accept (Mike Betts/Paul 
Taylor), motion passed. 
 
Honors for those who reported to the Supreme Commandant since the last meeting. Chaplain Leonard 
Stielper present and reported the passing of falling Marines. 
 
Reports of Marines Sick or In Distress: 
 Earl Ruff (Baltimore) had headache and dizziness. 
 Jack Colleran (Baltimore) was unable to attend convention. 
 Ed Smith (L/Cpl Deane). 
 Tony Brocato’s son Joey. 
 Brian Allard (Sgt. Jack Hettchen) 

 

Officers’ Reports: 
 
Commandant Joe Fay: Present and reported, report attached. 
 Track and ensure IRS EIN and form 990 are current. 
 Use the chain of command. 
 Thanked his staff for their outstanding support. 

 
Senior Vice Commandant Tony Rust: Present and reported, report attached. 
 Remained active throughout the Department. Attended many Detachment meetings as well as the 

National Midwinter Conference. 
 AR-10 Raffle, $20 per ticket. Flyers are posted and drawing will take place at the Mideast Divion 

Conference, Martinsburg, VA. 



 Thanked everyone for their help and support. 
 
Ben Wells emphasized that raffles help to support funds. It is a machine and takes lot of money to feed. 
 
Junior Vice Commandant Rob Heilig: Present and reported, report attached. 
 Strength report: 969, up 2 from last report, 09 March 2024. 

 
Judge Advocate Pat Sharkey: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Junior Past Commandant Howard Koontz: Present and reported (verbal). 
 Supported several Eagle Scout Cour of Honors. 
 

Acting Adjutant Omar Jabr: Present and reported (verbal). No report. 
 Omar Jabr will be taking over the Adjutant duties from Jerry George. 
 Please send all Department and Detachments reports, flyers, other documents to 

jabroi@yahoo.com. 
 
Paymaster Anna Laurie Blair: Present and reported (verbal). 
 Discussed transmittals. 
 Send one single check to avoid fees ($0.25). 

 
Sergeant at Arms Rich LaPorta: Present and reported (verbal). 
 58 league members in attendance on 10 May 2024. 
 56 league members in attendance on 11 May 2024. 

 
Chaplain Leonard Stielper: Present and reported (verbal). 
 Submit death notices. 
 Go thru your detachment roster and check for deceased members. 
 Send him an email once each detachment has cleared their roster. 

 
Chief of Staff and Historian Jack Severn: Excused, no report. 
 
Public Information Jeff Robinette: Present and reported (verbal). 
 Bourbon raffle tickets to support “Marine Helping Heros” 

 
Photographer Doc. Gunther: Present, no report. 
 
Web Sergeant Mike Hadley: Excused, no report. 
 
Compliance Officer Rose Mary Beall: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Legislative – Judge Devlin: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Perry Point: No report. 
 
Toys for Tots – Marian James: Present and reported (verbal). 



 Toys counts must be counted to support accurate reporting. 
 Submit reports on time. 

 
Charlotte Hall – Greg Ashley: Present, no report. 
 
Young Marines Liaison – Ray Sturm: Present, no report. 
 
VAVS/VSO – Gary Roundtree: Present and reported (verbal). Reports will be attached upon receipt. 
 
Eagle Scout – PDC Stuart Blair: Present and reported, report attached. 
 Recognition helps Scouts see that their community values them and their efforts. 
 BAS name changed to Scouting America. 
 53 Good Citizenship Awarded. 
 Three Detachments did not submit Eagle Scout report. 

 
MD Veterans Commission – PDC Stuart Blair: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
License Plates – PDC Craig Reeling: Marine Corps League plates can be obtained via the mail-in form. 
 
Leadership School – PDC Craig Reeling: Leadership college session was held on 20 April 2024. 
 
National Uniform Committee – PDC Craig Reeling: 
 He is no longer on the uniform committee. 
 Alison Noger is on the National uniform committee. 
 Rewrite to Chapter 3 (uniform changes) is in-work. 

 
Chapel of Four Chaplains – PDC Howard Koontz: Submit applications. 
 
Social Media Chair – Crist Burns: Present and reported, report attached. 
 Looking for a replacement. If interested, please reach out to Crist. 

 
Marine For Life (M4L) Chair – Ray Sturm: Present, no report. 
 
Fallen Marine Program Marine – George Hammerbacher III: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Patuxent River Detachment Liaison – Pat Wyman: Present, no report. 
 
Ft Meade – Gary Roundtree: Present, no report. 
 
Joint Veterans Committee: Veteran of the Year is Lee C. Chambers, Captain, U.S. Army (Retired). Ten 
Marine Corps League, Two Marine Corps League Auxiliary and spouses attended the banquet. 
 
Recruiting Station Baltimore Liaison: Position is vacant. 
 
CBRNE Indian Head Liaison: Position is vacant. 
 
Bravo Co. 4th LAR Fort Detrick: Position is vacant. 
 



4th CEB Baltimore Liaison: Position is vacant. 
 Change of Command (June 2024). 

 
Military Order of the Devil Dogs – Pack Leader PDD Pat Sharkey: No Report. 
 
Marine of the Year Chair – PDC Craig Reeling: 2024 Department Marine of the Year will be announced 
at the banquet. 
 
Associate of the Year Chair – Rose Mary Beall: 2024 Department Associate of the Year will be 
announced at the banquet. 
 
Legislative – Judge Devlin: Present and reported (verbal). 
 MCL Foundation asking for at least $100 from each Detachment to support the foundation funds. 
 Marines needing assistance or more information should email gerarddevlin@aol.com. 

 
Detachment Reports: 
 
Ann Arundel Detachment 1049: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Antietam Detachment 113: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Baltimore Detachment 565: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Free State Detachment 544: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Garrett County Detachment 1234: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 1198: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
LCpl Gregory S. Copenhaver Detachment 1098: Not present, no report. 
 
LCpl Robert W. Deane Detachment 770: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Maryland Marines M-A-L Detachment 1371: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Mountainside Marines Detachment 1071: Not present, no report. 
 
Patuxent River (1305: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Peacekeepers Detachment 1492: Not present, no report. 
 
Sgt Jack Hettchen Detachment 1428: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
Shangri-La Detachment 118: Not present, no report 
 
SSgt Walter “Trae” Cohee III Detachment 115: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
SSgt Karl G. Taylor Detachment 1084: Present and reported (verbal). 



District Vice Commandants: 
 
District 1 – Vice Commandant Larry Jackson: Present and reported (verbal). 
 
District 2 – Vice Commandant Earl Ruff: Excused, no report. 
 
District 3 – Vice Commandant Omar Jabr: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
District 4 – Vice Commandant Paul Gunther: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
District 5 – Vice Commandant Jeff Robinette: Present and reported, report attached. 
 
Special Committees: N/A 
 
Unfinished Business: Minutes to be added to website. 
 
New Business: 
 
Discussed and presented the following Bylaws/Admin changes: 
 Addition of Department Associate of the Year [Chapter Three – Department Staff, Section 300 – 

Standing Committees and Duties]. Bylaw/Admin change was adopted. 
 Changing Department Associate of the Year submission requirements to allow for email [Chapter 

Three – Department Staff, Section 300 – Standing Committees and Duties]. Bylaw/Admin change 
was adopted. 

 Addition of a Department Compliance Officer [Article Two – Department Board of Trustees, Section 
210 – Duties – Board Member]. Bylaw/Admin change was adopted. 

 Changes to funding for VIP Convention rooms [Chapter Two – Department Convention, Section 240 
– Department Convention Requirements]. Amend Bylaw/Admin to add one complimentary room for 
the banquet Guest of Honor. 

 Changing Department Marine of the Year submission requirements to allow for email submission 
[Chapter Three – Department Staff, Section 300 – Standing Committees and Duties]. Bylaw/Admin 
change was adopted. 

 
Good of the League: 
 
John W. Hierstetter reported a successful Paris Island trip from 08-12 April 2024. 12 MCL members 
participated this year (8 from Baltimore Detachment and 4 from Pete Arnold Detachment). They 
adopted 8 Marines. Next trip is tentatively scheduled for November 2024.  
 
Ray Sterm announced a Young Marines Poker Run on Saturday 18 May 2024 to benefit Wreaths across 
America and Ann Arundel Young Marines. Riders $20.00 and Passengers $10.00. Start and Finish at 
American Legion Post 276, Severn, MD, Flyer attached. 
 
Compliance Officer Rose Mary Beall and Commandant Joe Fay spoke regarding future compliance 
requirements and Detachment standings. 
 
Mike Jadoo addressed the body about St. Andrews Church collections for Ukraine. 
 



Anna Lauri Blair present Department future budget. 
 
Mario Meaux was appointed as the Department Photographer. 
 
Sr. Vice Commandant Tony Rust recommended that the next banquet to be a Laua style. 
 
Commandant Joe Fay awarded his staff the Distinguished Service Medal. 
 
2024 Department of Maryland Elected Officers Nominations: 
 For Commandant: Tony Rust 
 For Sr. Vice Commandant: Rob Heilig 
 For Jr. Vice Commandant: Pat Sharkey 
 For Judge Advocate: Crist Burns 
 For Junior Past Commandant: Joe Fay 

 
2024 Department of Maryland Appointed Officers Nominations: 
 For Adjutant: Omar Jabr 
 For Paymaster: Anna Laurie Blair 
 For Chaplain: Leonard Stielper 
 For Sgt-at-Arms: Richard Andisik 

 
There were no other nominations form the floor. 
The Adjutant casted a single unanimous vote for the above slate. 
 
Meeting Adjourned until 1300 for installation of officers. 
 

Installation of Officers 
 
Meeting reconvened at 1300 
 
Rick Thomason (National Vice Commandant, Mideast Division) conducted Department of Maryland 
installation of officers. He was assisted by PDD J.D. Jones (Sr. Vice Chief Devil Dog). 
 
Commandant Tony Rust and his staff were sworn in for their first term of 2024. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1326 until the banquet. 
 

Banquet 
 
Meeting reconvened at 1900 
 
Wayne Miller is the banquet host and emcee. 
 
Dignitaries, guests, officers, and staff were recognized. 
 
Marine Crist Burns and Associate Member Jeff Robinette offered the POW/MIA memorial ceremony. 
 
Taps was played. 



 
Chaplain Leonard Stielper offered the Invocation. 
 
Dinner was served at 1915 
 
Meeting reconvened at 2015 
 
Guest of Honor LtGen James Glynn, Deputy Commandant for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, was 
introduced by Commandant Tony Rust. Jr. Past Commandant Joe Fay presented LtGen Glynn with a 
special gift. 
 
Annual Awards (Presenter) 
 
Detachment Commandant of the Year: Burt Helmka, Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049, Glen 
Burnie, MD. (Commandant Tony Rust) 
 
Detachment of the Year: Patuxent River Detachment 1305, Lexington Park, MD. 
(PDC Joe Fay) 
 
Jimmy Lee Howard Lifetime Achievement Award: John W. Hierstetter, Baltimore Detachment 565, 
Baltimore, MD. 
 
Pack Dog of the Year: PDD Leonard Stielper, Dog Patch Pound 333, Jarrettsville, MD. 
(Pack Dog of the Year Committee Chairman Omar Jabr) 
 
Associate of the Year: Anna Laurie Blair, Antietam Detachment 113, Hagerstown, MD. (Associate of the 
Year Society Chair Rose Mary Beall) 
 
Marine of the Year: Omar Jabr, Patuxent River Detachment 1305, Lexington Park, MD. (Marine of the 
Year Society Chair Tony Rust). 
 
Department Commandant Tony Rust presented Past Commandant pin PDC Joe Fay 
 
Commandant cover presented to Commandant Tony Rust. 
 
Raffle drawings held. 
 
The Convention adjourned at 2123 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Omar Jabr 
Department Adjutant 
Department of Maryland 
Marine Corps League 







MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  
Department of Maryland                                                INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 

Once a Marine, Always a Marine 

  

 

Date  6 March 2024 
 
To:   Commandant Joe Fay & Department Membership  
   

Subject: Senior Vice Commandant Report 
 
Since our last Department meeting, I am getting active with initiating all things needed 
for a successful Department Meeting in May.  Raffle tickets have been handed out to 
those Detachments who have shown up to our last Department meeting.  The banquet 
is set. The Guest Speaker has accepted his invitation to speak.   
 
I remain active throughout the Department and have attended many Detachment 
meetings as well as the National Midwinter Conference.   
 
Well, my hope to get two fundraisers fell short.  However, the Department will be raffling 
off an AR-10.  Flyers are posted and we plan to draw the winner at the MidEast 
Summer conference.  Tickets will be $20 each and we are only selling up to 400 tickets.  
The winner will have the choice of receiving the rifle or taking a cash prize of $500.  
However, if we sell over 300 tickets, we will add a 2nd and 3rd cash prize.  
 

2024 Department of Maryland Convention will be held May 9-11, 2024 at the Grand 

Hotel and Spa, 2100 Baltimore Ave, Ocean City, MD 21842. Phone: (410) 289-

6191.  Please mention our event when booking your rooms.  Rooms must be reserved 

by 04/9/2024.  Room rates are:  

City View Rooms – Thursday - $80 per night and $165 per night for Friday and Saturday Nights 

Ocean View Guest Rooms – Thursday -$90 per night and $175per night for Friday and Saturday Nights 

Direct Ocean Front Rooms – Thursday - $110 per night and $215 per night for Friday and Saturday Nights 

  

There will be a banquet on Saturday night and we plan to keep the cost at $60.  Expect 

an update as we get closer to the event date. There will also be a Hospitality room 

(Suite 827).  The schedule for the hospitality room will depend upon the Business 

Meetings.  As with last year, no alcohol or food may be taken out of the Hospitality 

room. There is also complimentary parking on site in an an adjacent garage. 

 
Finally, I will continue to put forth my best effort to ensure that the Department of 
Maryland stay fiscally sound and, more importantly, a fun place to be!  

 
Semper Fidelis, 
 
Tony Rust 
Dept. of MD Sr. Vice Commandant 
Sluf@outlook.com 
(240) 538-1588 

















































From: Joseph P. Fay 
 
To: Department of Maryland Board of Trustees 
 
Subject: Proposed Bylaw change/amendment. 
 
Bylaw/Admin Procedure: 
Department of Maryland Administrative Procedures 
Chapter Three - Department Staff 
Section 300 – Standing Committees and Duties  
 
Current Text: 
No current text for Department Associate of the Year in Administrative Procedures. 
 
Proposed Amendment: 
(e)Department Associate of the Year Committee 

(1) Composition 
(a) The Department Associate of the Year Committee shall be comprised of all past 

recipients of the Department Associate of the Year Award in attendance at the Spring Staff 
Meeting. 

(b) The Committee shall have no less than three (3) members.  
(1) In the event that at least three (3) members are not available to select the Department 

Associate of the Year at the Spring Staff Meeting, the Department Commandant shall name one 
(1) or more Past Department Commandants to serve on the Selection Committee.  

(c) Each member must be a member in good standing of the Marine Corps League.  
(2) Nominations – A letter of nomination for the Department Associate of the Year Award 

must be submitted in the following manner:  
(a) Letters of Nominations will be accepted only from a Detachment  
(b) There shall be only one nominee from each Detachment  
(c) All Letters of Nomination shall contain a statement of certification from the 

Detachment Commandant and Adjutant stating the nominee for Department Associate of 
the Year was approved by the detachment by a majority vote.  

(d) Each nomination submitted shall be placed in a sealed envelope and addressed 
to: “Chairperson, Department Associate of the Year Committee.”  

(e) Each Letter of Nomination, so addressed, shall then be placed in an envelope 
and mailed, Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested, to: Chairperson, Department 
Associate of the Year Committee, c/o Department Adjutant, Department Headquarters, at 
their address at that time, and post marked no later than the Monday preceding the Spring 
Department Staff Meeting, at which the nominee is to be judged. If delivered in person, the 
Letter of Nomination must be presented to the Department Adjutant prior to the start of 
said meeting or presented in person to the Chairperson prior to the start of said meeting.  
(3) Duties – The Department Associate of the Year Committee shall:  

(a) The Chairperson of the Department Associate of the Year Committee shall 
receive all Letters of Nomination from the Department Adjutant, insuring they are all 
sealed. All Letters of Nomination for Department Associate of the Year received from the 



Department Adjutant shall remain sealed until the Committee meets at the Department 
Spring Staff Meeting.  

(b) Judge each nominee received from the Department Adjutant  
(c) Attest by signature of each member of the Committee present, that the nominee 

was judged.  
(d) Return, to the Department Adjutant in its respective envelope and sealed, the 

resume of each nominee.  
(4) Responsibilities  

(a) The Department Associate of the Year Committee is responsible for the 
following:  

(1) Presenting the Associate of the Year Award to the recipient at the closing 
banquet of the Convention  
(b) The Department Commandant will assist the Department Associate of the Year 
Committee in the following manner:  

(1) Accept all nominations which are submitted in accordance with the 
requirements of this section.  

(2) Stamp the sealed enclosed envelope with a rubber stamp furnished by 
Department Headquarters which shall include but need not be limited to the 
following data information: − Date received by Department Adjutant − Space for 
assigned progressive number − Date the Committee received the nomination from 
the Adjutant − No less than five (5) lines on which the Committee members shall 
attest by signature that the nomination was considered − Date the Committee 
returned the sealed envelope to the Adjutant  

(3) Ordering and purchasing of the Associate of the Year Award.  
(4) A member in good standing, as used in this section, shall mean a 

associate member of the Marine Corps League who is in compliance with Article 
Six (6), Section 615 of the 2004 edition of the Marine Corps League’s National 
Bylaws, as amended 

 
Amendment Rationale: 
 Updating Bylaws to include the Associate of the Year. 
 
 
Sponsor/Proposer 
Joseph P. Fay 
Life Member - #53955 
301-247-3830 
bigjoe64@yahoo.com 
 



From: Joseph P. Fay 
 
To: Department of Maryland Board of Trustees 
 
Subject: Proposed Bylaw change/amendment. 
 
Bylaw/Admin Procedure: 
Department of Maryland Administrative Procedures 
Chapter Three - Department Staff 
Section 300 – Standing Committees and Duties  
Sub-Paragraphs: (e) DEPARTMENT ASSOCIATE OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE 
Section:     (2) Nominations 
 
Current Text: 

(2) Nominations – A letter of nomination for the Department Associate of the Year Award 
must be submitted in the following manner:  

(a) Letters of Nominations will be accepted only from a Detachment  
(b) There shall be only one nominee from each Detachment  
(c) All Letters of Nomination shall contain a statement of certification from the 

Detachment Commandant and Adjutant stating the nominee for Department Associate of 
the Year was approved by the detachment by a majority vote.  

(d) Each nomination submitted shall be placed in a sealed envelope and addressed 
to: “Chairperson, Department Associate of the Year Committee.”  

(e) Each Letter of Nomination, so addressed, shall then be placed in an envelope 
and mailed, Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested, to: Chairperson, Department 
Associate of the Year Committee, c/o Department Adjutant, Department Headquarters, at 
their address at that time, and post marked no later than the Monday preceding the Spring 
Department Staff Meeting, at which the nominee is to be judged. If delivered in person, the 
Letter of Nomination must be presented to the Department Adjutant prior to the start of 
said meeting or presented in person to the Chairperson prior to the start of said meeting.  
(3) Duties – The Department Associate of the Year Committee shall:  

(a) The Chairperson of the Department Associate of the Year Committee shall 
receive all Letters of Nomination from the Department Adjutant, insuring they are all 
sealed. All Letters of Nomination for Department Associate of the Year received from the 
Department Adjutant shall remain sealed until the Committee meets at the Department 
Spring Staff Meeting.  

(b) Judge each nominee received from the Department Adjutant  
(c) Attest by signature of each member of the Committee present, that the nominee 

was judged.  
(d) Return, to the Department Adjutant in its respective envelope and sealed, the 

resume of each nominee.  
 
Proposed Amendment: 

(2) Nominations – A letter/email of nomination for the Department Associate of the Year 
Award must be submitted in the following manner:  

(a) Letters/Emails of Nominations will be accepted only from a Detachment  



(b) There shall be only one nominee from each Detachment  
(c) All Letters/Emails of Nomination shall contain a statement of certification from 

the Detachment Commandant and Adjutant stating the nominee for Department Associate 
of the Year was approved by the detachment by a majority vote.  

(d) Each Letter/Email nomination submitted shall be either placed in a sealed 
envelope and addressed to: “Chairperson, Department Associate of the Year Committee.”  

(e) Each Letter of Nomination, so addressed, shall then be placed in an envelope 
and mailed, Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested, to: Chairperson, Department 
Associate of the Year Committee, c/o Department Adjutant, Department Headquarters, at 
their address at that time, and post marked no later than the Monday preceding the Spring 
Department Staff Meeting, at which the nominee is to be judged. If delivered in person, the 
Letter of Nomination must be presented to the Department Adjutant prior to the start of 
said meeting or presented in person to the Chairperson prior to the start of said meeting.  
(3) Duties – The Department Associate of the Year Committee shall:  

(a) The Chairperson of the Department Associate of the Year Committee shall 
receive all Letters/Emails of Nomination from the Department Adjutant, insuring they are 
all sealed. All Letters/Emails of Nomination for Department Associate of the Year received 
from the Department Adjutant shall remain sealed until the Committee meets at the 
Department Spring Staff Meeting.  

(b) Judge each nominee received from the Department Adjutant  
(c) Attest by signature of each member of the Committee present, that the nominee 

was judged.  
(d) Return, to the Department Adjutant in its respective envelope and sealed, the 

resume of each nominee.  
(4) Responsibilities  

(a) The Department Associate of the Year Committee is responsible for the 
following:  

(1) Presenting the Associate of the Year Award to the recipient at the closing 
banquet of the Convention  
(b) The Department Commandant will assist the Department Associate of the Year 
Committee in the following manner:  

(1) Accept all nominations which are submitted in accordance with the 
requirements of this section.  

(2) Stamp the sealed enclosed envelope with a rubber stamp furnished by 
Department Headquarters which shall include but need not be limited to the 
following data information: − Date received by Department Adjutant − Space for 
assigned progressive number − Date the Committee received the nomination from 
the Adjutant − No less than five (5) lines on which the Committee members shall 
attest by signature that the nomination was considered − Date the Committee 
returned the sealed envelope to the Adjutant  

(3) Ordering and purchasing of the Associate of the Year Award.  
(4) A member in good standing, as used in this section, shall mean a 

associate member of the Marine Corps League who is in compliance with Article 
Six (6), Section 615 of the 2004 edition of the Marine Corps League’s National 
Bylaws, as amended 

 



Amendment Rationale: 
 Updating Bylaws to include electronic means of sending and receiving email nominations 
for the Department Associate of the Year. 
 
 
Sponsor/Proposer 
Joseph P. Fay 
Life Member - #53955 
301-247-3830 
bigjoe64@yahoo.com 
 



Date: 1 September 2023 
 
From: Joseph P. Fay 
 
To: Department of Maryland Board of Trustees 
 
 
Subject: Proposed Bylaw change/amendment. 
 
Bylaw/Admin Procedure: 
Department of Maryland Bylaws 
Article Two - Department Board of Trustees 
Section 210 - Duties – Board Members 
Paragraph (a) – Commandant 
Sub-paragraph (6) 
 
Current Text: 
(6) With the advice and consent of the Department Board of Trustees, appoint the following 
Department Staff officers: 
(a) Department Adjutant 
(b) Department Paymaster 
(c) Department Chaplain 
(d) Department Chief of Staff 
(e) Department Veteran Service Officer (CVSO) Chair 
(f) Department Young Marine Liaison 
(g) Department Historian 
(h) Department Sergeant-at-Arms 
(i) Department Public Affairs Officer 
(j) Department Liaison Officers (as required) 
(k) Department Legislative Officer 
(l) Department VAVS Chair 
(m) Department Protocol Officer 
(n) Department Eagle Scout Chair 
 
Proposed Amendment: 
Addition of the following; 
(o) Department Compliance Officer. 
 
Amendment Rationale: 
With annual changes and increased visibility with regards to federal and state tax guidelines the 
Department and Detachments need to be vigilant in submitting all forms required for compliance. 
Adding a Department Compliance Officer would benefit the Department as well as the 
Detachments. Federal and State forms can be monitored and Detachments made aware of changes 
in forms and submittal times. The Department Compliance Officer would report up line to the 
Mideast Division Compliance Officer.  
 



Submitted for the betterment of the MCL and its membership as a whole. 
 
Sponsor/Proposer 
Joseph P. Fay 
Life Member - #53955 
301-247-3830 
bigjoe64@yahoo.com 
 



From:  
 
To: Department of Maryland Board of Trustees 
 
 
Subject: Proposed Administrative Procedure change/amendment. 
 
Bylaw/Admin Procedure: 
Department of Maryland Administrative Procedures 
Chapter Two - Department Convention 
Section 240 – Department Convention Requirements 
Paragraph (b)  
Sub-paragraph (3) 
 
Current Text: 
(3) Complimentary rooms for the National Commandant, The Chief Devil Dog and the National 
President of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary. One complimentary room for the Banquet Guest 
Speaker.  
 
Proposed Amendment: 
Change Sub-paragraph (3) to read as follows. 
Complimentary rooms shall be obtained for the following personnel; 
The National Commandant, funded by the Department Marine Corps League. 
The Chief Devil Dog, funded by the Military Order of the Devil Dogs Maryland Pack.   
The National Auxiliary President, funded by the Department Auxiliary.  
 
Amendment Rationale: 
Due to inflation and the increase of Department expenses the distribution of funds to Department 
Subsidiary Organizations will decrease annual budget constraints.  
 
Submitted for the betterment of the MCL and its membership as a whole. 
 
Sponsor/Proposer 
Joseph P. Fay 
Life Member - #53955 
301-247-3830 
bigjoe64@yahoo.com 
 



From: Joseph P. Fay 
 
To: Department of Maryland Board of Trustees 
 
Subject: Proposed Bylaw change/amendment. 
 
Bylaw/Admin Procedure: 
Department of Maryland Administrative Procedures 
Chapter Three - Department Staff 
Section 300 – Standing Committees and Duties  
Sub-Paragraphs: (d) DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE 
Section:     (2) Nominations 
 
Current Text: 

(2) Nominations – A letter of nomination for the Department Marine of the Year Award 
must be submitted in the following manner:  

(a) Letters of Nominations will be accepted only from a Detachment  
(b) There shall be only one nominee from each Detachment  
(c) All Letters of Nomination shall contain a statement of certification from the 

Detachment Commandant and Adjutant stating the nominee for Department Marine of the 
Year was approved by the detachment by a majority vote.  

(d) Each nomination submitted shall be placed in a sealed envelope and addressed 
to: “Chairperson, Department Marine of the Year Committee.”  

(e) Each Letter of Nomination, so addressed, shall then be placed in an envelope 
and mailed, Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested, to: Chairperson, Department Marine 
of the Year Committee, c/o Department Adjutant, Department Headquarters, at their 
address at that time, and post marked no later than the Monday preceding the Spring 
Department Staff Meeting, at which the nominee is to be judged. If delivered in person, the 
Letter of Nomination must be presented to the Department Adjutant prior to the start of 
said meeting or presented in person to the Chairperson prior to the start of said meeting.  
(3) Duties – The Department Marine of the Year Committee shall:  

(a) The Chairperson of the Department Marine of the Year Committee shall receive 
all Letters of Nomination from the Department Adjutant, insuring they are all sealed. All 
Letters of Nomination for Department Marine of the Year received from the Department 
Adjutant shall remain sealed until the Committee meets at the Department Spring Staff 
Meeting.  

(b) Judge each nominee received from the Department Adjutant  
(c) Attest by signature of each member of the Committee present, that the nominee 

was judged.  
(d) Return, to the Department Adjutant in its respective envelope and sealed, the 

resume of each nominee.  
 
Proposed Amendment: 

(2) Nominations – A letter/email of nomination for the Department Marine of the Year 
Award must be submitted in the following manner:  

(a) Letters/Emails of Nominations will be accepted only from a Detachment  



(b) There shall be only one nominee from each Detachment  
(c) All Letters/Emails of Nomination shall contain a statement of certification from 

the Detachment Commandant and Adjutant stating the nominee for Department Marine of 
the Year was approved by the detachment by a majority vote.  

(d) Each Letter/Email nomination submitted shall be either placed in a sealed 
envelope and addressed to: “Chairperson, Department Marine of the Year Committee.”  

(e) Each Letter of Nomination, so addressed, shall then be placed in an envelope 
and mailed, Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested, to: Chairperson, Department Marine 
of the Year Committee, c/o Department Adjutant, Department Headquarters, at their 
address at that time, and post marked no later than the Monday preceding the Spring 
Department Staff Meeting, at which the nominee is to be judged. If delivered in person, the 
Letter of Nomination must be presented to the Department Adjutant prior to the start of 
said meeting or presented in person to the Chairperson prior to the start of said meeting.  
(3) Duties – The Department Marine of the Year Committee shall:  

(a) The Chairperson of the Department Marine of the Year Committee shall receive 
all Letters/Emails of Nomination from the Department Adjutant, insuring they are all 
sealed. All Letters/Emails of Nomination for Department Marine of the Year received from 
the Department Adjutant shall remain sealed until the Committee meets at the Department 
Spring Staff Meeting.  

(b) Judge each nominee received from the Department Adjutant  
(c) Attest by signature of each member of the Committee present, that the nominee 

was judged.  
(d) Return, to the Department Adjutant in its respective envelope and sealed, the 

resume of each nominee.  
(4) Responsibilities  

(a) The Department Marine of the Year Committee is responsible for the following:  
(1) Presenting the Marine of the Year Award to the recipient at the closing 

banquet of the Convention  
(b) The Department Commandant will assist the Department Marine of the Year 
Committee in the following manner:  

(1) Accept all nominations which are submitted in accordance with the 
requirements of this section.  

(2) Stamp the sealed enclosed envelope with a rubber stamp furnished by 
Department Headquarters which shall include but need not be limited to the 
following data information: − Date received by Department Adjutant − Space for 
assigned progressive number − Date the Committee received the nomination from 
the Adjutant − No less than five (5) lines on which the Committee members shall 
attest by signature that the nomination was considered − Date the Committee 
returned the sealed envelope to the Adjutant  

(3) Ordering and purchasing of the Marine of the Year Award.  
(4) A member in good standing, as used in this section, shall mean a regular 

member of the Marine Corps League who is in compliance with Article Six (6), 
Section 615 of the 2004 edition of the Marine Corps League’s National Bylaws, as 
amended 

 
Amendment Rationale: 



 Updating Bylaws to include electronic means of sending and receiving email nominations 
for the Department Marine of the Year. 
 
 
Sponsor/Proposer 
Joseph P. Fay 
Life Member - #53955 
301-247-3830 
bigjoe64@yahoo.com 
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